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BETTER 
LOCATION 

3 hours difference  

from Moscow 

Same time  

zone as UK  

and Ireland 

Note: In reference to UTC hours 

1 hour difference  

from Central 

European Time 

Nearest European  

country to the US  

and Canada 

3 hours difference  

from São Paulo  



ECONOMY KEY FIGURES 

1.4%          2% 

GDP INCREASE  

2016  Q4 2016-Q4 2015 

> 40% 
PORTUGUESE EXPORTS AS 

PERCENTAGE OF GDP (2015) 
TOP 5 CLIENTS 

PORTUGUESE INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE IN GOODS & SERVICES 

2016 

Jan/Dec 

% Total 

2016 

1 Spain 16,216 21.4 

2 France 10,117 13.4 

3 Germany 8,244 10.9 

4 United Kingdom 7,510 9.9 

5 United States of America 3,936 5.2 

10% 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

(Feb.2017) 

1.3% 
INFLATION RATE (jan.2017) 

5.6% 
INCREASE OF EXPORTS TO 

EU JAN/DEC 2015 ï JAN/DEC 2016 
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Portugal is a Member State of the European Union  

and a founding member of the EUROZONE 

Part of the EU Single Market. 

A platform to serve Europe, with a strategic position 

to access key worldwide markets. 

250 MILLION PORTUGUESE 

SPEAKING CONSUMERS 

Leading member of the Community of 

Portuguese Speaking Countries - CPLP 

GLOBAL 
COUNTRY 



BETTER 
QUALITY OF LIFE 

Portugal is 15th  

(out of 141) in Travel & 

Tourism Competitiveness 

Report 2015. 

 

17 Million Tourists1 JanïOct 

2016 (+9.7% Jan-Oct 2015) 
1 Resident and non resident hotel guests. 

Source: INE. 

Best European Country 

to visit. 
Source: USA Today 2014. 

 

Lisbon is the 2nd Best 

City to Invest. 
Source: Financial Times, (2014). 

Portugal is not only a good country to invest in but also a 

great place to live in and enjoy. Safe, sunny, with unique 

nature, rich historic heritage, leisure and cultural amenities, 

and high quality healthcare facilities. 

Average Temperature  

at 12:00 am: 25ºC 

(summer) and 16ºC 

(winter). 

 

Algarve is the Best Place 

in the World to Retire. 
Source: FORBES ñRetire  

Overseas Indexò, (2014). BETTER COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES Å 5 /30 

Portugal is the 5th most 

peaceful country in the 

World 
Source: Global Peace Index 2016. 



7 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS 

22,000,000 Miles/year 

11,000,000 tons CARGO/year 

BETTER  
LOGISTICS 

10 SEAPORTS 

SINES ï DEEP SEA WATER PORT 

1,918 Mi MOTORWAY LENGTH 

6# IN MOTORWAY DENSITY, OECD 



SEAPORT LOGISTICS EXAMPLE: SINES 
Port of Sines: main direct lines to distant markets (Connection to other ports by feeder). 

LION SERVICE 

Ningbo, Shanghai, Xiamen, Yantian, 

Chiwan, Sines, Le Havre, Rotterdam, 

Antwerp, Dunkirk, Felixstowe, 

Valencia, Port Klang, Singapore. 

USNAT SERVICE 

Valencia, Gioia Tauro, Napoli, La 

Spezia, Sines, Boston, New 

York, Baltimore, Norfolk, 

Savannah, Charleston. 

US GULF SERVICE 

Barcelona, Gioia Tauro, Napoli, 

La Spezia, Valencia, Sines, Port 

Everglades, Vera Cruz, Altamira, 

Houston, Cristobal. 

MEDITERRANEAN 

SERVICE 

Bremerhaven, Le Havre, Felixstowe 

Hamburg, Rotterdam Antwerp, 

Sines, Istambul, Gemlik, Aliaga. 

MEDCANADA SERVICE 

La Spezia, Barcelona, Valencia, 

Casablanca, Sines, Montreal. 

CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 

Gioia Tauro, Civitavecchia, La 

Spezia, Valencia, Sines, 

Cristobal, Balboa, Long Beach, 

Oakland, Vancouver, Seattle. 

SOUTH AMERICA EAST COAST  

Antwerp, Rotterdam, Hamburg, 

Bremerhaven, Le Havre, Sines, Rio 

de Janeiro, Santos, Montevideo, 

Buenos Aires, Rio Grande, 

Navegantes, Itaguai. 

WAX 3  

Valencia, Sines, 

Tangier, Abidjan, 

Lome, Lagos, 

Cotonou, Dakar. 



PORTUGAL EUROPEAN UNION SOURCE 

Monthly Minimum Wage 649.8 ú 822.5 ú Eurostat, 2016    - AICEP, 2017 (PT) 

[Only applicable in 22 EU countries] 

Hourly labor cost 13.2 ú 25.0 ú Eurostat, 2015 (whole economy 

excluding agriculture and public 

administration) 

Office rent  298 ú/sqm/year 453.9 ú/sqm/year Office space across the world, 2014 

Cushman & Wakefield 

Industrial land cost 52.2 ú/sqm/year 81.6 ú/sqm/year Industrial space across the world, 

2011 Cushman & Wakefield 

Electricity cost 0.1177 ú/ kWh 0.1199 ú/ kWh Annual consumption: 500 ï 2000MWh 

1st semester 2015, DGEG 

Corporate Income Tax            21.0% 22.1% Statutory CIT rate, 1st semester 2016 

BETTER COSTS 



WORKING HOURS 
 

Regular working 

hours 

Å 8 daily working hours  

Å 40 weekly working hours 

Comp Time Å +2 hours a day 

Å 50 hours a week 

Å Increase limited to 150 

hours/year  

Under collective agreement : 

Å +4 hours a day 

Å 60 hours a week  

Å Increase limited to 200 

hours a year 

Annual Paid 

Vacation 

22 business days 

National Holidays 13 

COMPENSATION 
 

Guaranteed Monthly Minimum Wage 557 EUR 

(mainland Portugal | 14 months/ year) 

Social Security Contributions 23.75% Employer 

11%      Employee 

Night time work 25% additional charge  

(between 10:00pm and 7:00am) 

Overtime 

Limits: 

a)   175 or 150 hours/year (depending 

on the companyôs size). The annual limit 

might be increased to 200 hours/year by 

Collective Bargaining Agreement;  

b)   2 hours per working day.  

+ 25% for the first hour  

+ 37.5% per hour thereafter 

on a business day  

+ 50% for each hour  

on a mandatory or extra day off, or on 

public holidays 

COMPETITIVE COSTS  
LABOR REGULATIONS 

More @ http://www.portugalglobal.pt/EN/InvestInPortugal/laboursystem/Paginas/LabourSystem.aspx 

http://www.portugalglobal.pt/EN/InvestInPortugal/laboursystem/Paginas/LabourSystem.aspx


2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

88,625 

Graduates 

English proficiency 

The English Proficiency Index 2015 

(70 countries) 

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 

Materials 

Environmental Protection Technology 

Other Engineering and Technical Skills 

Chemistry and Chemical Process Technology  

Metallurgy and Metalworking 

Electricity and Power 

Students graduated1 by field in 2014/2015 

BETTER TALENT 

Bosch 

"The productivity and efficiency that we achieve here in 

Portugal is a decisive factor...Productivity is very high! We 

have acquired, in many areas, benchmarking positions.ò  

Johannes Sommerhäuser, Commercial Manager Bosch ï 

Portugal 2015 

Flexibility & adaptability 

IMD World Competitiveness 

Yearbook 2016 (60 countries) 

Availability of qualified Engineers  

Language skills that meet 

the needs of enterprises 
12th 

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000 

Materials 

Environmental Protection Technology 

Other Engineering and Technical Skills 

Chemistry and Chemical Process Technology 

Metallurgy and Metalworking 

Electricity and Power 

Students enrolled1 by field in 2014/2015 

Technology Especialization Program Undergraduate Master's Undergraduate+Master's combined program PhD 

Source: DGEEC (2016). 
1 Engineering and non-engineering programs included. 

Engeneering and Manufacturing Industries 

10th 

13th 

9th 

http://www.pordata.pt/Portugal/Diplomados+no+ensino+superior+total+e+por+%C3%A1rea+de+educa%C3%A7%C3%A3o+e+forma%C3%A7%C3%A3o-222


32,000 students 

60 R&D facilities 

15 Faculties 

 
PORTO 

NOVA 
UNIVERSITY 

LISBON 

MINHO 

ALGARVE 

24,000 students 

54 R&D facilities 

11 Faculties 

COIMBRA 

CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY 

18,500 students 

32 R&D facilities 

11 Faculties 

AVEIRO 

20,000 students 

41 R&D facilities 

9 Faculties 

14,000 students 

23 R&D facilities 

16 Faculties 

14,000 students 

16 R&D facilities 

20 Faculties 

24,000 students 

40 R&D facilities 

12 Faculties 

9,700 students 

7 R&D facilities 

7 Faculties Source: Conselho de Reitores das 

Universidades Portuguesas www.crup.pt 

TECHNIC 

UNIVERSITY 

24,300 students 

55 R&D facilities 

7 Faculties 

EVORA 8,119 students 

12 R&D facilities 

5 Faculties 

BETTER UNIVERSITIES 

http://www.crup.pt/


Å Ease of Doing Business Rank: # 25 (out of 189 

countries, World Bank DB 2015) 

 

ÅLabour Reform:  increased the  duration of fixed-term 

contracts, reduction of severance pay, new lay-off rules; 

 

ÅTime to set up a business: less than 1 hour; 

 

ÅMajor public services are on-line and several legal 

obligations have been eliminated, simplified. 

MULTI-CULTURAL EASE OF DOING BUSINESS 

ÅPortugal is TOP 4 in Cultural 

Openness (IMD, 2013); 

 

ÅPortugal is very open to foreign 

cultures: the availability of international 

schools, the safety record and quality of 

life attract expatriates; 

 

ÅAs a result, Portugal is ranked #2 in 

the Migrant Integration Policy Index 

2011 (MIPEX III). 

Source: IMD, WCY 2013, Cultural Openness  

BUSINESS FRIENDLY 
ENVIRONMENT 



Lower operating costs and taxes also boost competitiveness 

of corporations implemented in Portugal.  

MORE 
COMPETITIVE 
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EU labour cost levels in industry, 
construction and services, 2016 (EUR)  
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Source: EUROSTAT, 2017 
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